






	Music Plan of Action 2024 - 2025

	

	School Vision:
We are an inclusive Church School with a commitment to providing quality education that meets the needs of all. We aim to create successful learners, confident individuals and responsible citizens through our Christian approach of love and cooperation. ‘Let all that you do be done in love’ encourages us to have a lifelong love of learning so we flourish as human beings.
‘Let all that you do be done in love’ - Corinthians 16:14

	EYFS
The teaching of music is taught through a variety of ways in EYFS. Children are exposed to music everyday through listening to music, singing and playing music. Children are exposed to music activities through continuous provision daily and can be within different areas of the Early Years Framework. For example, children may be counting beats in maths, listening to music in communication language or we may be playing and creating music linking to the topics we are teaching in class. Singing is vitally important in EYFS as we sing nursery rhymes daily linking to different areas of the curriculum. We attend singing assemblies as a whole school weekly, children are exposed and join in with singing iSing Pop songs and we also learn a variety of new songs including songs for our Christmas Performance. As the year progresses, children are encouraged to create simple pieces of music using instruments, they will then be encouraged to perform these to their peers.  
Yr 1  - Yr7
The National Curriculum is followed at St Barnabas through discrete music lessons (KS1 30 mins, KS2/3 1 hr per week)  and through weekly singing in whole school Prayer and Praise sessions and music appreciation through Music of the Day in Soft Start.  The Music Express Scheme of Work is used with Yr 1 to Yr 6 which takes it’s objectives directly from the National Curriculum. Recommendations from the non-statutory Model Music Curriculum (2021) have been incorporated into the Music Express Scheme . Children access lessons using a range of instruments and voice. Additional units for whole class tuition for Yr3 - yr 7 have been written by the music lead, incorporating NC objectives. Yr 3 learn recorders, Yr 4 - Yr 6 learn keyboards and Year 7, the ukelele In addition Yr 2 (in Computing lessons) and 7 complete a unit of work based on Digital technology.  
Music opportunities outside of the classroom
In addition to our music lessons within class, there are many more opportunities for children to take part in musical activities:
Prayer and Praise - once a week the whole school gather to celebrate and sing together. 
Sing Thing - a weekly singing club where children from Yr 3 - Yr 7 come together, share lunch and sing their hearts out. As part of the club children have the opportunity to perform at Young Voices every year. There are currently over 60 children from Yr3 - Yr 7 who attend every week. 
iSingPOP - Bi-annually, the iSingPOP organisation come into school and run one of their projects, teaching songs, recording a CD with the children, and hosting a grand concert by the children for the parents. 
Peripatetic lessons:
There are currently over 40 children from Reception to Yr 7 who take part in a wide range of peripatetic lessons. Instruments the children can learn include: piano, violin, flute, saxophone, electric drums and guitar. A dedicated practise room is used for lessons and is available for children to practise on request. 
A large group of children work in small bands with the Rock Steady organisation for 30 mins per week, learning modern songs on keyboard, guitar, drums and singing. They perform a concert to the school and parents at the end of every term. 
In addition to Rock Steady, children can learn a range of instruments provided by private peripatetic teachers. Each term, the Rock Steady bands perform to the school community, including parents. 
Christmas Fair - All children are invited to take part in a Christmas Song sing-a-long at the Christmas fair each year to open and close the event.
Christmas performances, including a nativity service and Christingle celebration. 
School productions -  in the past few years children from Yr3 - Yr 7 have taken part in a drama and musical production. the two most recent productions have been Alice in Wonderland and Beauty and the Beast. 
Music of the day - Each class listens to’ Music of the day’ during Soft Start sessions. Each week the children are exposed to a wide range of different genres of music which includes Rock, Boy Bands, Sounds of the 90’s and many others. 
Cross Curricular Links:
Music appreciation is integrated into our Soft Start sessions. Using the Watts Education Music a Day calendar, all children across the school listen to the same piece of music. Each week a different genre is covered, from Rock, Musicals, 60’s hits and Classical musicians. 
Where possible, Music is integrated into other subjects across the Curriculum. Music Express Schemes of work are tied into topics where appropriate. Songs which teach key facts about Mathematical, Historical, Geographical, Scientific and English concepts are often used. 
Evidencing Music:
Staff use the End Point assessment sheets for each unit to assess children in music lessons. Post it notes are used to record any conversations o evidence of progress or skills shown and kept in an assessment folder. These will be used to assess children after each unit of work. Evidence will only be recorded and put on Drive if appropriate - e.g. at  the start and end of a unit. 
Recorded evidence e.g. photographs or video recordings can be used to record evidence of progress as appropriate and used to assess at the end of a unit of wok. 

	

	








	Objective
	Precise Actions
	Led by
	Timescale
	Resources
	Review

	Use subject monitoring afternoon
To get an overall view of how music is taught across the school. 



	Mixed year group activity/discussion point



	BG




	2/3 x subject monitoring afternoons 


	Evaluation form 




	For Spring term monitoring afternoon:
Effectiveness of Music of the day. Which genres do children enjoy listening to? Why? 
Review of Autumn term units of work. Have children learned any key vocab? 

FINDINGS: 
Strengths:
· All children enjoy listening to a wide range of musical genres. They look forward to finding out what the music of the day is
· All the children have discovered music they didn’t know they liked e.g. country, classical. They could also identify some genres they didn’t like e.g. Heavy metal
· Some children knew the main musical genres in the quiz – country, classical, rock, blues, folf, soul, pop


EBI:
· Children could recall key facts about the genres e.g. key artists, instruments used, era it became popular
· Children could express their feelings about why they did or didn’t like a particular genre of music using musical terminology e.g. tempo, pitch, rhythm, timbre (or feel) of the music, dynamics
· Time could be given in music lessons to intentionally listen to different genes of music


So what next? 
Music Genre of the week sheet created by BG for each week to show
· Genre name
· Key artists
· Key time period when the music became popular (if appropriate)
· Key instruments used 
· Key questions: What do you like or dislike about the music? Use vocab of genre, timbre (feel of the music), pitch, tempo, dynamics, rhythm, tempo
                             Would you like to listen to more music from this genre?

	To integrate new Music Express units into LTP
	Explore during Summer 2 and Autumn 1 24/25 
Update assessment sheets and curriculum documents

	BG
	Summer 2 ready for 25/26
	
	

	To monitor use of assessment sheets during units as well as end of unit assessment
	Drop ins
	BG
	Summer 1
	
	

	Continue to embed knowledge of musical vocabulary. Staff need to ensure they focus on introducing and reinforcing key vocabulary at beginning of each music lesson. (Word Blast?) 

	
	BG
	Summer 1 
	
	

	Build links with DOWMAT music hub (introduced Summer 2) 
FURTHER DETAILS TO BE ADDED FOLLOWING MEETING ON 27TH JUNE 24


	
	BG
	Ongoing
	
	Unfortunately due to a mix up with dates I missed the meeting. 
Awaiting a date for a new meeting

	Provide opportunities to delve into a music and give time to engage thoroughly.

	
	BG
	Summer 2 
	
	



	Monitoring afternoon summaries 

	Focus/Lines of enquiry 
	Task 
	Strengths  
	Areas for Development 
	What next?  

	
	
	 
	 
	 
















