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Introduction

This SEND information report is part of the Worcestershire local offer for learners with special educational needs and/or
disability (SEND). This local offer can be found at the following site:

SEND Local Offer | Worcestershire County Council

All governing bodies of maintained schools and maintained nursery schools and the proprietors of academy schools have
a legal duty to publish information on their website about the implementation of the governing body’s or proprietor’s
policy for pupils with SEND. The information published must be updated at least annually. The required

information is set out in the SEND Code of Practice 0 -25 Years 2015

SEND Statistics for school:

SEND Support/SEN without and EHCP Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP)
43 16
23.1% 8.6%

National SEND Statistics:

EHC plans EHC plans (percent)

482,640

pupils in schools in England. Up by 11.1% from 2024

5.3%

percent of pupils with an EHC plan. Up from 4.8% in 2024

P What is this EHC plan number? » What is this EHC percent?

SEN support/SEN without an EHC plan SEN support/SEN without an EHC plan (percent)

1,284,284 14.2%

pupils in schools in England. Up by 3.7% from 2024 percent of pupils with SEN support. Up from 13.6% in 2024

» What is this SEN support number? » What is this SEN support percent?
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1 The type of The DoOWMAT consists of 15 mainstream Primary/First and Middle schools catering for
SEND children from the age of 2 to 12. It welcomes children with and without special needs
provision made and supports children with a range of SEND. These may fit into one or more of the

following areas:
Broad Areas of Need:

1) Communication and Interaction
e Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) including Asperger’s Syndrome
*  Speech Language and Communication Needs (SLCN)

2) Cognition and Learning

*  Moderate Learning Difficulty (MLD)

*  Severe Learning Difficulty (SLD) - where children are likely to need support
in all areas of the curriculum and have associated difficulties with mobility
and communication.

«  Profound and multiple learning Difficulties (PMLD) - complex learning
difficulties as well as physical disability or sensory impairment.

«  Specific Learning Difficulty (SpLD) including dyslexia, dyscalculia and
dyspraxia

3) Social, Emotional and Mental Health Difficulties
«  Attention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder (ADHD)
»  Attachment Disorder (AD)
4) Sensory and/ or Physical Need
*  Physical Impairment (PD)
*  Hearing Impairment (HI)

«  Visual Impairment (V1)

¢ Multi-sensory Impairment (MSI) A combination of vision and hearing
difficulties

DoWMAT Schools have high expectations for pupils with SEND and endeavors to
ensure that they:

* Achieve their best

*  Become confident individuals

*  Make a successful transition through school and on to secondary
provision.

Each school uses its best endeavors to meet the needs of all children with SEND in
consultation with parents, the Local Authority and specialist agencies from
Health, Education and Social Care.
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2 How do we Identification & Assessment
identify a.nd SEND pupils may be identified through the teachers’ observations and assessment,
assess children
with SEND? and school-based criteria including:

. Evidence obtained by teacher observations/ judgements - when teachers
identify an area where a pupil is making slow progress, they will target the
pupil’s area of weakness with differentiated, high-quality teaching. If
progress does not improve, the teacher will raise the issue with the SENCO
by completing an internal SEN referral document which identifies which of
the four broad areas of need they are concerned about. They must also
evidence a cycle of Assess-Plan-Do-Review to exemplify why they feel a
child may have an additional need. A teacher referral will then be assessed
via our identification criteria to establish if the child does have a special
educational need, factors such as poor attendance will be taken into
account and will form a part of the assessment process.

*  Performance against national expectations

*  Pupil progress in relation to Early Years’ Foundation Stage curriculum
expectations and national curriculum targets

»  Standardised tests which are tests to compare children of the same age
nationally or criterion referenced tests such as high frequency word
checks or phonic knowledge checks.

»  External agency reports and observations

*  Records from previous schools

* Information from parents

*  We also closely monitor progress in areas other than attainment
including social development and evidence that a pupil may have a
disability under the Equality Act (2010).

3 How do we We aim to ensure that all children are protected from harm. Children identified as
safeguard having special educational needs are more vulnerable than children who have not
children with been identified as they may find it more difficult to communicate with trusted
SEND? adults.

We ensure that children with SEND are safeguarded by following the safeguarding

policy and through ensuring that staff receive specific training on how to identify

possible signs of abuse for these children and that regular refreshers are planned in.

Relevant policies

e SEN Policy
Safeguarding Policy

4 What is our See DoOWMAT SEND policy:
policy for
making Following identification and assessment we adopt a graduated response to meeting
provisi?n fo.r special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) in the following ways:
all puflls with e Providing high quality teaching for all, adjusted for individual pupils.

SEND? e Involvement of the SENDCO: If a child’s progress continues to be less than
expected the class teacher will work closely with Special Educational Needs
and Disabilities Coordinator (SENDCO) to assess whether a child has a SEN
or disability.
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e  The school will then put evidence-based or school-designed interventions into
place, targeted to the needs of the individual, to secure better progress for the
child.

e By providing specialist equipment: Where necessary a child may require
specialist equipment to access and make progress in their learning.

e By involving specialist agencies: For higher levels of need DoOWMAT schools will
draw upon more specialised assessments from external agencies and professionals
to support those identified with SEND.

e By applying for an EHCP: If a young person’s progress continues to demonstrate
significant cause for concern despite interventions at school under the single
category, a request may be made to the Local Authority for Statutory Assessment
—Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP).

Other policies of note:
Behaviour Policy Intimate Care
Policy Anti-bullying Policy Health
and Safety Policy

Marking and Feedback Policy

Policy for Supporting Pupils with Medical Conditions Complaints Policy
Accessibility Policy

How do we

a| evaluate the
effectiveness of
provision for SEND
pupils?

At DoWMAT the impact and quality of the support and interventions provided for
individuals identified with SEN or Disability will be evaluated, along with the views of
the pupil and their parents.

Support plans will be put in place after consultation with parents and staff. The
attainment and progress of pupils on these plans will be evaluated at appropriate intervals.
The class teacher in collaboration with the SENDCo will revise the supporting light of the
pupil’s progress and development. Any outcomes or changes to the support will be
discussed with parents and pupil.

In addition, the SEND trustee, SENDCo and school leaders will regularly review the use of
expertise and resources used to address SEND. The quality of the whole school provision will
be evaluated as part of our approach to school improvement.

The SEND Link Governor is Miss Lauren White:

Lauren.White@st-barnabas.dowmat.education

The SEND governor will:
e Help to raise awareness of SEND issues at governing board meetings
e Monitor the quality and effectiveness of SEND provision within the school and
update the governing board on this
e  Work with the headteacher and SENCO to determine the strategic
development of the SEND policy and provision in the school

H What are the
arrangements

for

assessing and
reviewing progress?

SEND support at DOWMAT is based on four types of action assess, plan, do, review:
ASSESS
e  SEND pupils may be identified in a range of ways as outlined in section 2
PLAN
e Inliaison with the SENDCo, teachers will agree, in consultation with the parents
and the pupil, the interventions and support to be put in place.
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Impact on progress, development or behaviour, along with a clear date for
review will be expected.

e Theclass teacher should remain responsible for working with the child on
a daily basis.

e  Where the interventions involve group or one-to-one teaching away from
the main class teacher, the class teacher will still retain responsibility for
the pupil, working closely with any teaching assistants or specialist staff
involved, to plan and assess the impact of interventions.

e The SENDCo will support the class teacher in the further assessment of
the child’s particular strengths and weaknesses, in problem solving
and advising on the effective implementation of the support.

Plan
Once a child is identified with a Special Educational Need a support plan will be
developed in consultation with the pupil and parents. This will include:

e No more than 4 short realistic and measurable targets related to the area
of concern.

e Suggested strategies to be used by teacher, support staff, parents and
pupil

e Theteaching strategies to be used

e |dentify the strengths of the child

e Details of intervention
e The provision to be put in place
e  When the plan is to be reviewed
e Outcomes

REVIEW

e Support plans are to be reviewed termly, with input from the pupil,
parent/carer, teachers, teaching assistants and outside agencies (if
applicable).

e  Pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan have long and short term
targets. Long term targets are reviewed annually at the annual review.
Short term targets are devised and reviewed at least termly as described

above.
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c¢| What s our At DoOWMAT class teachers are responsible for delivering high quality
approach to teaching, differentiated for individual pupils. Teachers will plan to ensure a
teaching pupils
with

SEND?

multi-sensory approach. Following identification and assessment we adopt a
graduated response to meeting special educational needs and disabilities (SEND).
As much as possible support will occur in class, this may involve specialised
resources or equipment and/or support from a Teaching Assistant (TA). Where
SEND interventions involve group or one-to-one teaching away from the main class
teacher, the class teacher will still retain responsibility for the pupil, working
closely with any teaching assistants or specialist staff involved, to plan and assess
the impact of interventions. Where possible, additional intervention work will
ensure that children do not miss the same lessons each week. DOWMAT will
ensure evidence- based/ school designed interventions are delivered by
appropriately trained staff.

The SENDCo will support the class teacher in the further assessment of the child’s
particular strengths and weaknesses, in problem solving and advising on the
effective implementation of the support.

d| Howdo we adapt All pupils at DOWMAT have access to a broad and balanced curriculum. Teachers
the curriculum/ will have high expectations for individuals with SEND.

learning
environment for
SEND pupils?

Every teacher is required to adapt the curriculum to ensure access to learning for
all children in their class. Our teachers will use various strategies to adapt access
to the curriculum, acting on advice from external agencies, when necessary. These
might include:

e Use of technology

e Useof practical resources/ specialised or modified resources

e  Peer mentoring systems

e  Positive behaviour rewards system

e Additional adult support

e Adaptation to visual stimuli including assessment materials

e Personalised activities

e Short, sharp interventions such as ‘Toe by Toe’ and ‘Jimbo Fun

o
" Each learner identified as having SEND, is entitled to support that is ‘additional
to or different from’ a normal differentiated curriculum. The type of support is
dependent on the individual learning needs and is intended to enable access to
learning and overcome the barrier(s) to learning identified. The school is accessible
to parents and children with disabilities. Within DOWMAT schools we have facilities
to allow for movement from the ground floor to the lower ground floor, toilet, and
care room facilities.

e What At DOWMAT where a pupil continues to make less than expected progress,
additional despite evidence-based SEND support delivered by appropriately trained staff,
support for
learning is
available to
SEND pupils?

we would involve specialists to give advice on effective support and
interventions.

The involvement of specialists will always be agreed by parents and outcomes of
visits will be recorded and shared with parents, teaching staff and other SEND
support.

The local offer will set out clearly what is available from different services and how
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it may be accessed. This may include:

e Speech and Language Service

e  Educational Psychology Service

e Learning Support Service

e  Autism Outreach/CCN Team

e  Physical Impairment and Medical Inclusion Service

e  Visual Impairment team

e Hearing Impairment team

e  Perryfields PRU/ The Cherry Tree Centre

e  Chadsgrove Specialist Support

e Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services

e Occupational Therapy Service

e  Physiotherapy Service

e  General Practitioners
Where a parent may feel that they seek to explore a personal diagnosis for their child,
this can be accessed through the Worcestershire ‘Right to Choose’ (also known as
Patient Choice) pathway. It is a legal right for parents to choose a different NHS
provider for Autism or ADHD assessments for their child, especially is NHS waiting
times are long. The process begins with parents visiting the below websites and
seeking an external provider. It is then essential that they book a GP appointment to
discuss their concerns and outline the provider that they have chosen for their child.
School will then be contacted by the provider to complete relevant assessment and
observation paperwork to support the process.
Advice regarding this can be obtained via the SENDCO (rreeder@st-
barnabas.dowmat.education) or via the Worcestershire local offer website:

ADHD diagnostic assessment process | Worcestershire County Council
Autism diagnostic assessment process | Worcestershire County Council

f What support Teachers will liaise with the SENDCo and other relevant colleagues to ensure
for learning is all pupils remain fully supported for the period of remote education.
available to
SEND pupils The SENCO will oversee additional support for pupils with SEND which will
when the school be unique to the individual’s needs, e.g. via weekly phone calls, individual
closes sessions relating to their APDR and EHCP targets.

unexpectedly?
Reasonable adjustments will be made to ensure that all pupils have access
to the resources needed for effective remote education.

Lesson plans will be adapted to ensure the curriculum remains fully
accessible and inclusive during the period of remote education. Teachers
will be reviewing the programs chosen for online learning for the
accessibility features available, e.g. voice-to-text conversion to support
pupils with SEND.

The school will consider whether one-to-one sessions are appropriate in
some circumstances, e.g. to provide support for pupils with SEND. This will
be decided and approved by the Headteacher.

As a result of school closures from March 2020 to March 2021, schools
have made more use of assistive technology and online platforms to
support learning. This has had a positive impact on provision which has
continued within the classroom and school setting beyond 8" March 2021.
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g | How do we Pupils identified as having SEND are supported to engage in all activities within
enable SEND school life. Reasonable adjustments and adaptations for participation are made
pupils to in order to ensure access to all curriculum and enrichment opportunities, including
engageinall before and after school clubs.
activities of
the school?

h | What support is We recognise that persistent disruptive or withdrawn behaviours do not
available for necessarily mean that a child has SEND.

improving the

emotional, mental | A, 00riate assessments will be carried out to determine if causal factors are

and social . . e N . .
development of related to undiagnosed learning difficulties, communication and interaction
SEND pupils? difficulties or mental health issues and appropriate support will be put in place.

This may include circle time activities in class, social skills evidence —based
intervention groups or the involvement of specialist support. Specialist support
may involve: Educational Psychology, Speech and Language, School Health Advisor
or Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service.

If housing, family, or other domestic circumstances may be contributing to the
presenting behaviour then a multi-agency approach may be appropriate through
the Early Help process.

Appropriate support will be provided in distressing circumstances, for example,
where bullying is suspected or there has been bereavement, as we are aware of
the significant impact that this can have on the well-being of a pupil.

Policies of note:
e  SEND Policy
e  Behaviour Policy
e Anti-bullying Policy
e  Bereavement Policy

i | What do we do to We acknowledge that transition can be a time of uncertainty and challenge for

support children children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). We are
with SEND to

¢ tion? committed to ensuring that every child feels secure, supported and prepared for
ransition?

their next stage of education.

To provide the best possible support, our staff engage in a rigorous programme

of planning and collaboration, ensuring that strategies are personalised to meet

individual needs. Our approach includes:

- Personalised introductions: Children and families are invited to attend show-
arounds with the Headteacher, SENDCO or a member of the Senior
Leadership Team.

- Classroom Access: Additional open classroom sessions are arranged, giving
children the opportunity to familiarise themselves with their new learning
space in a supportive environment.

- Planned activities: Purposeful, carefully designed transition activities are
embedded to support children’s confidence and readiness.

- Parent partnership: SEND meetings for children with Education, Health and
Care Plans (EHCP’s) are agreed during the summer term, ensuring parents
are fully involved in transition planning. Individual Provision Maps will also
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be shared at this meeting.

- Child-specific visits: Where appropriate, staff may visit children in their
current setting to offer additional reassurance and to tailor transition
support to the children’s individual needs.

- Secondary Transition: We liaise with parents to ensure that the secondary
placement for their child is appropriate and will continue to support their
child in their entirety. Discussions regarding this are completed and parents
are advised that they have the right to choose this for your child.

How do we
ensure our
classrooms are
supportive of
children with
SEND?

We are committed to providing learning environments that are fully inclusive and
responsive to the needs of all learners. Our approach is informed by
collaboration with specialists, the professional expertise of our staff, and
research-led evidence. This ensures that the physical and emotional environment
we create supports access, engagement, and progress for every child.

Our classrooms and wider school setting are designed to take account of visual,
sensory, auditory, and emotional needs. We recognise that adaptations, while
essential for some learners, can be beneficial to all learners and detrimental to
none.

How do we offer
support for
parents with a
personal SEND
diagnosis?

We are dedicated to support parents who wish to explore a personal diagnosis of
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). Families are sighposted to
appropriate external agencies and support networks to ensure they receive accurate
guidance and specialist advice. In addition, parents are invited into school to engage
with others who have children with SEND (SEND coffee morning), providing
opportunity to share experiences, foster mutual support, and build a sense of
community.

SEND local offer can be found: SEND Local Offer | Worcestershire County Council
SENDIASS: Welcome to SENDIASS Herefordshire and Worcestershire |
Worcestershire County Council

What do we do if
a parent feels our
setting is not the
correct one for
their child?

It is essential that the individual and specific reasons for concern are fully understood
and recognised by all involved. To support the process, individual meetings will be
arranged with those who play a key role in the child’s current educational provision.
During these meetings, existing provisions will be reviewed in detail, and parents will
be actively involved in addressing any concerns.

If, following this process, parents continue to feel that their child’s needs mat be
better me in an alternative setting, we will work in partnership, drawing on advice
and guidance from professions and external expertise, to ensure that an appropriate
and smooth transition is achieved.

Advise from Worcestershire County Council can be obtained:

Changing schools (In-Year applications) | Worcestershire County Council

How can school
support a parent
whose child is
displaying
differing traits at
home than in
school or vice
versa?

\We recognise that some children may present differently in the school environment
compared to at home and vice versa. To support families, we proritise always
maintaining an open and honest channel of communication. Parents are encouraged
to contact their child’s class teacher to share concerns and observations via the
school office (office@st-barnabas.dowmat.education) or directly with the SENDCO
(rreede@st-barnabas.dowmat.education) . This means of communication will also
work in reverse where school makes observations of a child that they feel need to be
shared with parents. Please allow up to 72 hours for a response to emails.

We also recommend that parents keep a diary of behaviours observed at home,
noting specific details as well as any external factors that may contribute to or
alleviate these behaviours. Such information provides valuable insight and enables us|
to work collaboratively to build a full picture of the child’s needs.
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We firmly believe that parental voice is central to supporting the ‘whole child’, and
we are committed to ensuring that parents are active partners in the process of
understanding and meeting their child’s needs.

The SEND
coordinator’s
name and
contact details

SEND coordinator:
Mrs. Rebecca Reeder- rreeder@st-barnabas.dowmat.education

DoWMAT Trust SENDCo — Clare Stockford- Clare.stockford@dowmat.education

Information on
staff expertise
their SEND
training, and
how specialist
support will be
secured

SEND training within the school happens in many ways. We take advantage of
courses being delivered by external agencies in all aspects of SEND provision. We
also commission external agencies to come into school to work with larger groups
of staff. Throughout the year we provide training internally for both teaching and
non-teaching members of staff. The focus of training is planned based upon the
training needs of our staff as well as the needs of our pupils.

Our SENDCo has been awarded the National Diploma for Coordination of Special
Educational Needs and many of our schools also have a Senior Mental Health Lead
in school. Class teachers and support staff have received up to date training related
to various areas of SEND.
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7 Information on Allocation of resources
equipment and e Resources are allocated to support children with identified needs.
facilities to e Each year we map our provision to show how we allocate human
support SEND resources to each year group; this is reviewed regularly.
pupils and how e Support may take the form of adjusted work in class, support from a
this will be Teaching Assistant (TA) in focused intervention in groups, or for
secured. individuals.

e  Where necessary specialist equipment, books or other resources that may
help the child are purchased.

o DoWMAT works closely with specialist professionals to ensure that
accurate information is accessed regarding equipment and facilities to
support SEND pupils.

8 What Early Concerns/Identification
arrangements are e The progress made by all pupils is regularly monitored and reviewed.
there f(.>r Initially, concerns registered by teachers or other agencies are addressed
consulting . by appropriate differentiation within the classroom and a record is kept of
parents of pupils
with SEND, and strategies used.
involving them in e  Where progress continues to be less than expected parents/carers will be
their invited in to school to begin the Assess, Plan, Do, Review process.
education? e Thereis an open-door policy. Parents can arrange to meet with their

child’s class teacher or Special Needs Coordinator to discuss any concerns
at a mutually convenient time.

e Parents of children with SEND will receive three SEND parent
meeting each year. This is a dedicated time to meet with you
child’s class teacher, and SENDCO if necessary, to discuss your
child’s progress; any concerns and celebrations you wish to
share; look at their learning and books and to discuss you child’s
Individual Provision Map. As this is protected and scheduled
time, a parent consultation meeting will not be scheduled in line
with the remainder of your child’s class.

e Parents of children with SEND are invited to attend SEND coffee
mornings. These are held three times a year and are attended by
the SENDCO and Headteacher. An invite will be emailed to all
parents of children with SEND and it is a great opportunity to
meet and discuss successes, queries and school-specific
guestions.
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9 What e Asdiscussed, where progress continues to be less than expected the
arrangements are SENDCo will invite parents/careers in to discuss the next steps in order
there for to further assess the young person. Following this the SENDCo or class
consulting pupils teacher will meet with the young person to complete their plan. This will
and involving include the child’s thoughts on their strengths and weaknesses and
them in their suggestions for targets to work towards. It will also consider support that
education? they feel would be appropriate and helpful. A date will be set when this

will be reviewed with the child.

e Depending on their age, pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan
are invited to submit their views in writing as part of their annual review
as well as to attend the review itself.

o

10 Trustee Arrangements for considering complaints about SEND provision.
arrangements If a parent/carer has a complaint about SEND provision it should first be raised
for the with the school. In the first instance concerns should be raised with the class
treatment of . . . .
parental/ teacher. If a satisfactory outcome is not achieved the SENDCo will become
pupil complaints involved. In some instances, it may be necessary to consult the Head Teacher. In
concerning the extreme cases the parent may be referred to the LA. A parent can also be directed
schools towards the Special Educational Needs and Disability Information, Advice and
provision Support Service (SENDIASS ).

See Complaints Policy.

11 How does the We work closely with the Local Authority and other providers to agree a variety of
Board of Trustees specialist services and have clear arrangements for making requests for specialist
involve other services.
boc!ies (health, We commission some specialist services directly, for example:
social care LA . .
support e Learning Support Service

e  Educational Psychology Service.

We are also supported by health care professionals such as:
services and e  Physiotherapists
voluntary e School Nurse
organ.isations)in e Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS)
meeting the .
needs of children Or other services such as:
identifies with e  Charity Organisations
SEND? e  Social Workers

e  Early Help Services

e  Young Carers

12 The contact Worcestershire Local Authority —
details of SEN services - 01905 845579
support North: 01905 845134
services for South: 01905 843134
parents of
SEND pupils SENDIASS- 01905 768153

Chadsgrove Specialist Support- 01527 871511
Perryfields PRU- 01905 427011
Newbridge PRU- 01905 763580
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Dudley Local Authority — 01384 814398
Educational Psychology Service —01384 814359
Learning Support Service —01384 813736
Speech and Language Therapy —01384 321375
Autism Outreach Service — 01384 816974
Visual Impairment Team — 01384 818 003
Hearing Impairment Team —01384 818003
Physical Disability and/or Sensory Impairment Team — 01384 818003
Occupational Therapists — 01384 366912
Cherry Tree Learning Centre — 01384 813739
Specialist Early Years Team — 01384 814364
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13 The school’s Transition Arrangements
transition The following information and documentation is provided by the SENCo to the
:Eﬁ;gpeun;::ts for receiving school for pupils with Special Educational Needs:
e Assess, Plan, Do, Review Support Plans
e  Education, Health and Care Plans
e Assessment details
e Reports
e Liaison with school staff of receiving school
For pupils with Educational, Health and Care Plans a transition review will take the
place of the annual review in year 5. This review must give clear recommendations
as to the type of provision the child will require in future years.
In some instances, specialist services involvement and guidance in transition may
be required, for example Autism Outreach.
14 Link to. the SEND Local Offer | Worcestershire County Council
authority’s
local offer
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